











UND 

UnderHA'nd. adj. Secret; dandcftine; fly. 

n0tic f br °fe r ’ S and have > by under- 

W mean*, laboured to d.lTuade him. Shakefpeare. 

J /° ul . d , take as * ve jy great favour from fome of my 
underhand detractors, if they would break all meafures with 

Addifon s Spectator, N°. 262. 
«./ [wider and labourer .] A fubordinate 


me. 


Underla'bourer. 
workman. 

About the carriage of one ftone for Amafis, the diftance 
of twenty days journey, for three years were employed two 
enoufand chofcn men, governors; bt .„ dcs 

11 1 '. Wilkins's Mathematical Magick 

Un deri'ved. adj. [from derived.~\ Not borrowed. * 
The ideas it is bulled about Ihould be, fometimes at leaft, 

thofe more congenial ones, which it had in itfelf, underived 
trom the body. , , 

'• c ""* r and ^ t ° ^ 

*•/ i under and leaf.] A fpecies of apple. See 

The underleaf whofe cyder is belt at two years, is a 
plentiful bearer. Mortimer's Art of Hujbandry. 

beVowTewo N r 5 ;. V '" To mark with lines 

By meer chance in appearance, though underlined with a 
providence, they had a full fight of the infanta. Watt on. 

Underling, n.f. [from under.] An inferiour agent; a forry, 
mean fellow. ° J* 

T ke S reat ™ cn > b .y ambition never fatisfied, grew fadious; 
^?‘ h . e g lac | mdeed to be underlings to them they 

hated leaft, to prefer* them from fuch they hated molt. Sidney. 

it n y i thc heads r of S ^P ts are made ftronger, whom 
it Ihould be a moft fpecial policy co weaken, and to fet up 
and ftrengthen divers of their underlings againft them. Spenfer. 

1 he fault is not in our ftars, 

But in ourfelves, that we are underlings. Shakefp. 

°er all his brethren he fhall reign as king, 

Yet every one fhall make him underling. ° Milton 
I hey may print this letter, if the underlings at the poft- 
officc take a copy of it. p 0j)e and 

A (ort of underling auxiliars to the difficulty of a work, 
are commentators and criticks, who frighten many by their 
number and bulk. 1 J 

To Undermine, v. a. [ under and mine.] 

1. ro dig cavities under any thing, fo that it may fall, or be 
blown up ; to fap. 

Though the foundation on a rock were laid. 

The church was undermin'd and then betray’d. Denham. 
An injudicious endeavour to exalt Virgil, is much the fame, 
as if one fhould think to raife the fuperftrudure by undermining 
the foundation. Popis Prrf J e /# the ^ 

2. 1 o excavate under. 

A vaft rock undermin'd from one end to the other, and a 
highway running through it, as long and as broad as the 

. , , ... Addijon's Remarks on Italy. 

3. 1 o injure by clandeftinc means. 

Making the king’s fword ftrike whom they hated, the 
king’s purle reward whom they loved ; and, which is worft 
of all, making the royal countenance ferve to undermine the 
royal fovercignty. Sj , 

l hey, f knowing Eleanor’s afpiring humour. 

Have hir’d me to undermine the dutchefs. Shake 

The father fccure, JP ‘ 

Ventures his filial virtue, 

Againft whate’er may tempt, whate’er fcduce. 

Allure or terrify, or undermine. Milton. 

The undermining fmile becomes habitual; and the drift of 
his plaufibie converfation, is only to flatter one, that he may 
betray another. Dryd g 

He Ihould be warn d who are like to undermine him, and 
who to ferve him. Loeke on Education. 

Lndermi N’ER. n.f. [ from undermine.] 

1. He that faps ; he that digs away the fupports. 

I he enemies and underminers thereof are Romifh Ca- 

thoiicks - Bacon. 

2 . A clandeftine enemy. 

When I perceiv’d all fet on enmity. 

As on my enemies, where-ever chanc’d, 

I us’d hoftility, and took their fpoil. 

To pay my underminers in their coin. Milton's Agonifles. 
The moft experienced difturbers and underminers of govern¬ 
ment, have always laid their firft train in contempt, endea¬ 
vouring to blow it up in the judgment and efteem of the 
fubjeift. South's Sermons. 

U kdermost. adj. [This is a kind of fuperlative, anomaloully 
formed from under.] 

1. Lowcft in place. 

Ufing oil of almonds, we drew up with the undermojl ftone 
a much greater weight. Boyle. 

2 . Lowed; in ftate or condition. 

It happens well for the party that is undsrmef, when a work 
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of this nature falls into the hm.lc „r .1 r 

X'. v “ t0 a,tack ,hci ' 

This opinion, taken up by otUtluZf 0 ^ * 9 - 
longer than they were undermojl " ' ' Was t0 ^ no 

W '- J In - zsm 

. c- F T ° I ? lwith U P t0 tke clouds 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
1 he eaith outflrctch’d immenle* a nrnfn**,^ • i 
And as I awake, fweet mufick breathe " ^ l ‘ m ’ 

Above, about, or underneath ; 

Sent by fome fpirit to mortals good. 

Or fuller1 Mole that runneth underneath ■ 

° r Severn fwift, guilty of maidens death. 

1 he monfter caught in open day. 

Inclos’d, and in delpair to fly away. 

Howls horrible from underneath. ' 

The Hate did not lie flat upon it, but left 
underneath. 

Underneath, prep. Under. 

? Fellows in arms. 

Bruis’d underneath the yoke of tyranny, 

1 hus far into the bowels of the land’ 

Have we march’d on. 

Pray God, fhe prove not mafeuline ere lone I 
•If underneath the ftandard of the French °' 

She carry armour, as fhe hath begun. Shake A. Hen VI 
Underneath this ftone doth lie, ' V *’ 

As much beauty as could die ; 

Which in life did harbour give. 

To more virtue than could live. ft. r 

What is, hath been ; what hath been fhall en'fuc • 

And nothing underneath the fun is new. Sandys's Parapbrafe. 

1 he north and fouth, and each contending blaft. 

Are underneath his wide dominion caft. ° Drtdn 
UndeRo'fficer. n.f. [under and officer.] An inferiour officer • 
one in fubordinate authority. 

I his certificate of excommunication by bifhops, of all 
others, is moft in ufe; and would be more fo, were it not 
for the manifold abufes about its execution committed by 
underofficers. Aylijfe's Parcrgl 

1 d ^ nderpin. v. a. [under and pm.] To prop; tofupport. 

V ictors, to fecure themfelves againft difputes of that kind, 
underpin their acqueft jure belli. Dale's Common Law. 

Lnde rogatory, adj. Not derogatory. 

Of our happinefs the apoflle gives a negative defeription; 
and to create in us apprehenlions underogatory from what we 
fhall poflefs, exalts them above all that we can fancy. Boyle. 

N ^ ERP , ART ‘ [ under and part. J Subordinate, or un- 
eifential part. 

The Engl ifh will not bear a thorough tragedy, butarcplcafed 
that it fliould be lightened wth underparts of mirth. Drydm. 

L nderpe tticoat. n.f. [uuder and petticoat.] The petticoat 
worn next the body. 

I hey go to bed as tired with doing nothing, as I after 
quilting a whole under-petticoat. Spectator, N°. 606. 

Underplot, n. f. [i/nderand plot.] 

1. A ferics of events proceeding collaterally with the main dory 
of a play, and fubfervient to it. 

In a tragi-comedy, there is to be but one maindefign; 
and though there be an wulerplot , yet it is fubfervient to thc 
chief fable, j. Dryden's Dedication to Juvenal. 

2. A clandeftinc fcheme. 

T he hufband is fo milled by tricks, and fo loft in a crooked 
intrigue, that he ftill fufpeds an underplot. Addifon. 

To Underpra'ise. v.a. [under and praife. J To praife below 
delcrt. 

In underpraifmg thy deferts. 

Here find the firft deficicnce of our tongue. Dryden. 
To Underpri'ze. v.a. [under and prize.] To value at lets 
than the worth. 

How far 

The fubftance of my praife doth wrong this fhadow 
In underprizing it; fo far this fhadow 
Doth limp behind the fubftance. Shakefpeare. 

ToUnderpro'p. v. a. [under and prop.] Tofupport; tofuliain. 
Here am I left to underprop the land. 

Who, weak with age, cannot l’upport myfelf. Sbakefp. 
There was made a fhoring or underproping aQ. for the be¬ 
nevolence ; to make the fums not brought in, to be leviable 
by courfe of law. Bacon's Hen. VII. 

Thou that art us’d t’ attend the royal throne, 

And underprop the head that bears the crown. Fenton. 
Underpropo / rtioned. adj. [under and proportion.] Having 
too little proportion. 

To be haughty, and to make fcanty and rndeiprojrttoned 
returns of civility, plaiply tells people, they muft be very 
mannerly. Collier on Pride. 
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Und^rpi/'ller. n.f. [under and puller. ] Inferiour or fub¬ 
ordinate puller. . 

Tlic myftery of feconds and thirds is fuch a malter-piccc, 

that no defeription can reach. Thefe underpullers in deftruefion 
are fuch implicit mortals as are not to be matched. Collier. 

To Underrate, v.a. [under and rate.] To rate too low. 

Underrate, n.f. [from the verb.] A price lels than is 
ufual. 

The ufclefs brute is from Newmarket brought, 

And at an underrate in Smithfield bought. 

To turn a mill. Dryden. 

To Undersa'y. v.n. [under and fay. J To fay by.way of de¬ 
rogation. Not in ufe. 

° They fay, they con to heaven the highway ; 

But I dare underfay , 

They never let foot on that fame trade. 

But balke their right way, and Brain abroad. Spenfer. 

Underse'cretary. n.f. [under and Jecretary.] An inferiour 
or fubordinate fecretary. 

The Jews have a tradition, that Elias fits in heaven, and 
keeps a regifter of all men’s a&ions, good or bad. He hath 
his undei -fecretaries for the fevcral nations, that takes minutes 
of all that paftes. Bacon's Theory of the Earth. 

To Undersell, v.a. [under and fell.] To defeat, by felling 
for lefs ; to fell cheaper than another. 

Their flock being rated at fix in the hundred, they 
may, with great gain, underfell us, our ftock being rated 
at ten. Childs Difcourfe of Trade. 

Underse'rvant. n.f. [under and fervant.] A fervant of the 
lower clafs. 

Betides the nerves, the bones, as underfervants, with the 
mufcles, are employed to raife him up. Grew's Cofmology. 

ToU'nderset. v.a. [under and Jet. J To prop; to fup- 
port. 

The merchant-adventurers, boing a ftrong company, and 
well underfet with rich men, and good order, held out 
bravely. Bacon's Hen. VII. 

Underse'tter. n.f [from under fet.] Prop; pedeftal; fup- 
port. 

The four corners thereof had underfetters. 1 Kings vii. 30. 

Underse'tting. n.f. [from underfet.] Lower part; pedeftal. 
Their underfettings, or pcdeftals, are, in height, a third 
part of the column. Wotton's Architecture. 

UndersheAiff. n. f. [under and Jhcriffi.] The deputy of the 
fheriff. 

Since ’tis my doom, love’s underjhrieve. 

Why this reprieve ? 

Why doth my fhe advowfon fly ? Cleveland's Poems. 

Undershe'riffry. n.f. [from under fheriff.] The bufinefs, 
or office of an ur.derjheriff. 

The cardinals of Rome call all temporal bufinefs, of wars 
and embaflages, Jhirrcria, which is underjheriffiries ; as if 
they were but matters for underlhcrifts and catchpoles; though 
many times thofe underjheriffiries do more good than their 
high fpcculations. Bacon. 

Lndf.rshoo t. part. adj. [under and Jhoot. J Moved by water 
palling under it. 

The imprifoned water paycth the ranfom of driving an 
under/hoot wheel for his enlargement. Car ecu's Surv. of Cornwall. 

Undersong, n. f [under and fong.] Chorus; burthen of a fong. 

So ended fhe ; and all thc reft around 
To her redoubled that her undo fong. 

Thc challenge to Damaetas fhall belong; 

Mcnalcas fhall fuftain his widcrfong ; 

Each in his turn your tuneful numbers bring. 

To Understand, v. a. preterite underjlood. 
t>an, Saxon.] 

I- To comprehend fully ; to have knowledge of. 

he Ulyflcs ot Oyid upbraids his ignorance, that he un- 
dcrjhod not thc fhield for which he pleaded. Dryden. 

2. 10 conceive. J 

His fin might have been greater in that refpea : but 

hat lt wa s not f 0 to be un g er ji ood ^ appears by the oppofl _ 

TN a , , . Stillingfleet. 

I he moft learned interpreters underfood the words of fin, 
and not of Abel. T , ’ 

To Understand. „. Locke ' 

%Sir;„t i oltbr““ 3lfac " ltie!i 10 k an iniem - 

To bJlnSrf.'' a Wif ° and “ W 'V W ’ , 'K Cirmd,,. 

I underjlood of the evil Eliafhib did. 
underfand by Sanga, you have been 
o icited againft thc commonwealth 
one Umbrenus. d . »• 

T All my foul be * Catakne. 

fmparadis’d in you, in whom alone 
a underjland, and grow, and fee n 

“ i“S'r' K0 - "■f- rV» -W] iW 

•f of thc n,ind ’ rfpcdaiiy th ° fc 
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I fpeak as my undemanding inftru&s me, and as mine hd- 
nefty puts it to utterance. Shake/p. Winter Tale. 

Make him of quick underfunding in the fear of the Lord .IJaiah. 
It maketh day-light underjlanding, out of darknefs. Bacon. 

When fhe rates things, and moves from ground to ground. 
The name of realon fhe obtains by this ; 

But when by reafon fhe the truth hath found, 

And ftandeth fix’d, fhe underjlanding is. Davies. 

Life and fenle, 

Fancy and underfanding: whence the foul 
Reafon receives, and reafon is her being. Milton. 

God is to the underjlanding of man, as the light of the 
fun is to our eyes, its firft and moft glorious objcdl. Tillotfon. 

2 . Skill. 

The underfandings of a fenate are often enflaved by three 
or four leaders. Swift. 

Right underfanding confifts in the perception of the vifible 
or probable agreement or difagreement of ideas. Locke. 

Very mean people have raifed their minds to a great fenfe 
and underfanding of religion. Locke. 

3. Intelligence ; terms of communicafion. 

He hoped the loyalty of his fubjc&s would concur with 
him in the preferving of a good underfanding between him 
and his people. Clarendon. 

We have got into fome underfanding with thc enemy, by 
means of Don Diego. Arbuthnot. 

Understanding, adj. Knowing; fkilful. 

The prefent phyfician is a very underjlanding man, and 
well read. Addifon's Remarks on Italy. 

UnderstaNdingly. adv. [from underjland.] With know¬ 
ledge. 

Sundays may be underfandingly fpent in theology. Milton. 
Undfrstoo'd. pret. and part, paffive of underfand. 
UnderstraNper. n.f. [under and frap.] A petty fellow; 
an inferior agent. 

Every underf rapper perk’d up, and expected a regiment, 
or his fon muft be a maj'or. ^ Swift. 

To Underta'ke. v.a. preterite undertook ; participle paffive 
undertaken. [ underfangen , German.] 

1. To attempt; fo engage in. 

The talk he undertakes 

Is numbring fands, and drinking oceans dry. Sbakefp. 

Hence our gen’rous emulation came; 

We undo took, and we perform’d the fame. Rofcommon. 

Fiercer than cannon, and than rocks more hard, 

Thc Englifh undertake th’ unequal war. Dryden. 

Of dangers undertaken , fame atchiev’d. 

They talk by turns. Dryden. 

2. To afiiimc a character. Not in ufe. 

His name and credit /hall you undertake ; 

And in my houfe you fhall be friendly lodg’d. Sbakefp. 

3. To engage with ; to attack. 

It is not fit your Jordfhip fhould undertake every companion 
that you give offence to. Sbakefp. Cymbeline. 

You 11 undertake her no more ? Shakefpeare. 

o have the charge of. 

To th’ waterfidc I muft conduct your grace. 

Then give my charge up to Sir Nicholas Vaux, 

Who undertakes you to your end. ShakeJ'p. Hen. VIII 
To Undertake, v.n. 

1. To aflume any bufinefs or province. 

O Lord, I am opprefled, undertake for me. Jfa. xxxviii. 34. 

I undertook alone to wing th’ abyfs. Minor.. 

2. To venture ; to hazard. 

It is the cowifh terror of his fpirit. 

That dare not undertake. Sbakefp . K. Lean 

3. To promifc; to Hand bound to fome condition. 

If the curious fearch thc hills after rains, I dare undertake 
they will not lofe their labour. Woodward’s Nat. Hid. 

Undertaken, part, paffive of undertake. 

Undertaker, n.f [from undertake.] 

1. One who engages in proje£ls and affairs. 

Antrim was naturally a great undertaker. Clarendon. 

Undertakers in Rome purchafe the digging of fields and 
arrive at great eftates by it. 

1 his ferves to free the enquiry from the perplexities that 
fome undertakers have encumber’d it with. Woodward 

Oblige thy fav’rite undertakers 
To throw me in but twenty acres. Prior ■ 

2 . One who engages to build for another at a certain price. 

Should they build as faft as write, 

„ n ’ Tw °, uId ruin unde f ta Urs quite. Swift's Mifcellan » 

3. One who manages funerals. J J 

U cnga^cmen I t NG ' ”' f ’ [fr ° m *”****'-1 Attem P' ! enterprize , 

flighty men they are called ; which fheweth a flrenifth fur- 
paffing others : and men of renown, that is, of greaf under- 
/ a W and adventurous adhons. Raleigh’s Hif. of the World. 

. i‘ S n r C, N t0 r grea r an undertak,n K for the humour of our 
;, h r UCh 3 fum f °f money ought fo lie ready for taking 
t>tf all fuch purees of clothes fhall be brought inf Tempt 
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